What is man that God is mindful of him?
Chapter 1
"What is man, that thou art mindful of him? and the son of man, that thou visitest him?" Psalms 8:4. This is the question that David the psalmist asked and is eventually the question that everyone who seriously ponders the salvation message asks. Who am I that God would care about me much less love me enough to send his son to die for me? Let us look at this enigma and some of the others questions that arise when we ask "what is man". 
The bible says that salvation is a gift from God to man. Ephesians 2:8-9, "For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast". The only condition on us to receive it is that we accept it in the form it is given. After all if someone gave you a gift would you put conditions on what it should be or how it should be wrapped? Of course not it is out of your control. It is by God’s faith and his grace we are saved. Our salvation was accomplished by God exercising his faith and sending his son to die on the cross as full payment for our sins. All we have to do is receive it in the form of his son. John 1:12, "But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name". 
There seems to be a diverse number of teachings about salvation among the many denominations of Christianity. Some say "you can loose your salvation", others say that God can take it back or you can give it back. Some believe the devil can steal it from us. And the winds of doctrine keep blowing. 
Are those who have received salvation free indeed? Or are they still in bondage to "the law of sin and death"?
Many teach that salvation can be lost through the commission of sin. While others say "once saved always saved." And yet others say that some sins are forgivable and some are not. And all of them claim that scripture supports their positions. 2 Timothy 2:15, says "Study …rightly dividing the word of truth." Without study we cannot correctly discern the scriptures. Does this mean that if we don’t study that the scriptures can be incorrectly interpreted? Logic and the fact that there are a lot of conflicting opinions prove it. The bible says in 2 Timothy 2:23, "But foolish and unlearned questions avoid, knowing that they do gender strifes." And this is the root of arguments on these and other doctrines among the denominations. The answer to all these questions and more lay in our understanding of who and what we really are.
The bible paints a picture of mankind as being created in the image and likeness of God (Gen. 1:26). We also know from scripture that God is a triune being; Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Man likewise is a triune being; 1 Thes. 5:23 …spirit, soul and body. Also the scriptures address salvation of these three differently. Lets look at how obviously different salvation is applied to the triune natures of man.
 

Salvation as it pertains to the body.
1 Corinthians 15:50-52, "Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; neither doth corruption inherit incorruption. Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed."
The salvation of the body takes place at the resurrection, at Christ’s return. Our body is something we possess yet to be redeemed. It is not an eternal vessel and not who we are. The body is physical and it will be replaced ("changed") by a heavenly body reserved for us. 
2 Corinthians 5:1, "For we know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building of God, an house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens."
Philippians 3:21, "Who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body, according to the working whereby he is able even to subdue all things unto himself."
1 Corinthians 15:40-44, "There are also celestial bodies, and bodies terrestrial: but the glory of the celestial is one, and the glory of the terrestrial is another. There is one glory of the sun, and another glory of the moon, and another glory of the stars: for one star differeth from another star in glory. So also is the resurrection of the dead. It is sown in corruption; it is raised in incorruption: It is sown in dishonour; it is raised in glory: it is sown in weakness; it is raised in power: It is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual body. There is a natural body, and there is a spiritual body."
The other two parts of man are not physical, they are metaphysical or spiritual. They exist in an unseen realm and reside with the body. It is in this relationship that most of the confusion lays. The soul and the spirit are in some ways very similar and at times overlap slightly. As they relate to salvation though they are very differently addressed by the scriptures. 
At this point I would like to interject a thought so as to have us prepared to understand a major problem that exists in the minds of many believers. I know from personal experience and the testimonies of many I have spoken to that people have a tendency to doubt their salvation. They make a profession of faith and believe in their salvation until one day that they are confronted by the fact that they are still sinning or have just sinned again. They then doubt that either they are still saved or that they never were saved. The reason for this is that they don’t understand the difference between the soul and spirit. Let us look at what the bible says.
 

The salvation of the spirit
All the scriptures that pertain to that instant salvation that comes by believing in Christ and receiving him as our Savior, that gift of salvation from God , refers to the salvation of our spirit man. Our spirit man is who we really are. It is the part of us that will never die, our eternal spirit. 
All of us who claim that we are "saved" or "born again" are referring to this miracle of our spiritual rebirth.
The bible says that we all were dead spiritually and are brought to life in this rebirth.
Ephesians 2:1, "And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins;"
Ephesians 2:5, "Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved)"
Colossians 2:13, "And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he quickened together with him, having forgiven you all trespasses;"
The bible says that when we are "born again", we are cleansed from all our sins.
Hebrews 8:12, "For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and their iniquities will I remember no more."
1 John 1:9, "If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness."
1 John 3:5, "And ye know that he was manifested to take away our sins; and in him is no sin."
Romans 8:2, "For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and death."
If we are free indeed can this salvation of the spirit be reversed or can we loose it? 
Romans 11:29, "For the gifts and calling of God are without repentance."
1 John 3:9, "Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin; for his seed remaineth in him: and he cannot sin, because he is born of God."
Acts 20:28, "….. the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood."
1 Corinthians 6:19, "What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own?"
The salvation of the spirit is instantaneous and irreversible. The spirit becomes one with the spirit of Christ. We are hidden in him, safe and eternal. Our old dead spirit is quickened and joined with Christ’s spirit and the two become one new man. 
Ephesians 2:15-16, "Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in himself of twain one new man, so making peace; And that he might reconcile both unto God in one body by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby" 
Ephesians 3:16 That he would grant you, according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner man;
Acts 17:28, "For in him we live, and move, and have our being; as certain also of your own poets have said, For we are also his offspring."
2 Corinthians 5:21, "For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him."
Philippians 3:9, "And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith:"
Colossians 2:10, "And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all principality and power:"
1 John 2:5, "But whoso keepeth his word, in him verily is the love of God perfected: hereby know we that we are in him."
1 John 3:9, "Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin; for his seed remaineth in him: and he cannot sin, because he is born of God."
1 John 4:13, "Hereby know we that we dwell in him, and he in us, because he hath given us of his Spirit."
1 John 5:20, "And we know that the Son of God is come, and hath given us an understanding, that we may know him that is true, and we are in him that is true, even in his Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God, and eternal life."
1 Corinthians 1:30, "But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption:"
2 Corinthians 5:17, "Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new."
Galatians 3:28, "There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus."
Galatians 6:15, "For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor uncircumcision, but a new creature."
Ephesians 2:6, "And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus:"
Ephesians 2:10, "For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them."
Ephesians 2:13, "But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ."
 

This leaves us with the part of us that confuses us the most, the soul.
The salvation of the soul
The soul or psuche {psoo-khay'} in the Strongs Concordance is defined as the seat of the feelings, desires, affections, aversions (our heart, soul etc.) The dictionary and the scriptures portray it as the mind, the will and the emotions. It is the part of us that thinks and plans and the bible says has to be renewed or reprogrammed. 
Romans 8:5-7, "For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they that are after the Spirit the things of the Spirit. For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be."
The carnal mind is not subject to the law of God. It cannot be bargained with therefore, it must be replaced by something that is, the mind of Christ.
James 1:21, "Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness, and receive with meekness the engrafted word, which is able to save your souls."
Romans 12:2, "And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God."
2 Corinthians 10:3-6, "For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh: (For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds) Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ;"
Philippians 2:12, "Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling."
The soul’s salvation is a process that takes a lifetime. Whenever we struggle with the temptations of the carnal mind: the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eye and the pride of life we must remember. The only weapon we have is the word of God, the truth. As long as we know and understand that we are saved and that Christ is "in you the hope of glory". We have the power to change and to overcome.
1 John 3:2-4, "Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is. And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is pure. 
What is man? Now that we know a little about the man (or woman) we are and that at least one part of us is immortal, we need to look at who man was before the fall to really answer the question that David the psalmist asked. I stumbled upon a key to this in a non-canonized manuscript called the "Gospel of Bartholomew". In this manuscript Bartholomew has the opportunity, in Christ’s presence, to interrogate Satan himself. It is during this session that Satan explains the root of the problem he has with man and with God. Satan’s story goes that Michael the Archangel came to him one day to inform him that God had just created man and that man is the image and likeness of God. The fact that man is in the image and likeness of God demands that all angels must now worship man and Michael tells him he must now do so. Of coarse, Satan feels insulted by what he is asked to do and refuses to worship man and basically declares war against God’s new creation. Is it possible that man was so unique and so much like God that that alone demanded that he should be worshiped by the angels? If we were to believe the "Gospel of Bartholomew" we would have to say yes. Of course most scholars would remind us that this "gospel" was not included in canonized version of scriptures. Nevertheless in this book of Bartholomew is referring to a time immediately after man’s creation and before the fall. How far did Adam fall? It is not until we see Christ appear on the scene that angels worship a man, the second Adam according to the canonized scriptures. Although the Bible doesn’t command angels to worship man specifically, it wasn’t written for angels. The Bible does say we are "joint heirs" with Christ and "sons of God" and after all in Hebrews 1:14 it says about angels; "Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for them who shall be heirs of salvation?"
Most all of us know that in Genesis it states that God created man in his image and likeness but somehow we think that this is some sort of token attribute that God in his benevolence bestowed us with. The truth is God wants children. He specifically wants an heir, someone who he can give his name to. God may be a jealous God but he is not selfish. "A good man leaveth an inheritance to his children's children..." (Proverbs 13:22) God’s desire to have sons (children) is stated throughout the Bible.
Romans 8:17, "And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together."
Ephesians 5:1, "Be ye therefore followers of God, as dear children;" 
Luke 3:38, "Which was the son of Enos, which was the son of Seth, which was the son of Adam, which was the son of God."
When Christ tells the story of the prodigal son this particular story reveals much more about who we really are than how forgiving God is. At the end of the story the son returns home to his father ashamed of what he has become and repentant of his transgressions and is humble as a servant. To his surprise his father embraces him and then proceeds to put on him his coat and ring. The coat and ring signifies the authority and place in the family. It is the authority of the head of the family. The father bestows upon his son everything he (the father) is. This is the picture that Christ paints of us that God the Father wants to restore us to who we were before sin entered the world. He wants us to have our rightful place in his creation.
Ephesians 2:4-7, "But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved) And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus: That in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness toward us through Christ Jesus."
Luke 12:32, "Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom."
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