The Ministry of Reconciliation
Mark 2:1-12  And again he entered into Capernaum after some days; and it was noised that he was in the house.  (2)  And straightway many were gathered together, insomuch that there was no room to receive them, no, not so much as about the door: and he preached the word unto them.  (3)  And they come unto him, bringing one sick of the palsy, which was borne of four.  (4)  And when they could not come nigh unto him for the press, they uncovered the roof where he was: and when they had broken it up, they let down the bed wherein the sick of the palsy lay.  (5)  When Jesus saw their faith, he said unto the sick of the palsy, Son, thy sins be forgiven thee.  (6)  But there were certain of the scribes sitting there, and reasoning in their hearts,  (7)  Why doth this man thus speak blasphemies? who can forgive sins but God only?  (8)  And immediately when Jesus perceived in his spirit that they so reasoned within themselves, he said unto them, Why reason ye these things in your hearts?  (9)  Whether is it easier to say to the sick of the palsy, Thy sins be forgiven thee; or to say, Arise, and take up thy bed, and walk?  (10)  But that ye may know that the Son of man hath power on earth to forgive sins, (he saith to the sick of the palsy,)  (11)  I say unto thee, Arise, and take up thy bed, and go thy way into thine house.  (12)  And immediately he arose, took up the bed, and went forth before them all; insomuch that they were all amazed, and glorified God, saying, We never saw it on this fashion.

Matthew 9:2-8  And, behold, they brought to him a man sick of the palsy, lying on a bed: and Jesus seeing their faith said unto the sick of the palsy; Son, be of good cheer; thy sins be forgiven thee.  (3)  And, behold, certain of the scribes said within themselves, This man blasphemeth.  (4)  And Jesus knowing their thoughts said, Wherefore think ye evil in your hearts?  (5)  For whether is easier, to say, Thy sins be forgiven thee; or to say, Arise, and walk?  (6)  But that ye may know that the Son of man hath power on earth to forgive sins, (then saith he to the sick of the palsy,) Arise, take up thy bed, and go unto thine house.  (7)  And he arose, and departed to his house.  (8)  But when the multitudes saw it, they marveled, and glorified God, which had given such power unto men.

Luke 5:17-24  And it came to pass on a certain day, as he was teaching, that there were Pharisees and doctors of the law sitting by, which were come out of every town of Galilee, and Judea, and Jerusalem: and the power of the Lord was present to heal them.  (18)  And, behold, men brought in a bed a man which was taken with a palsy: and they sought means to bring him in, and to lay him before him.  (19)  And when they could not find by what way they might bring him in because of the multitude, they went upon the housetop, and let him down through the tiling with his couch into the midst before Jesus.  (20)  And when he saw their faith, he said unto him, Man, thy sins are forgiven thee.  (21)  And the scribes and the Pharisees began to reason, saying, Who is this which speaketh blasphemies? Who can forgive sins, but God alone?  (22)  But when Jesus perceived their thoughts, he answering said unto them, What reason ye in your hearts?  (23)  Whether is easier, to say, Thy sins be forgiven thee; or to say, Rise up and walk?  (24)  But that ye may know that the Son of man hath power upon earth to forgive sins, (he said unto the sick of the palsy,) I say unto thee, Arise, and take up thy couch, and go into thine house.
As to the accepted position on the subject of Christ operating as “God” during his ministry. Christ clearly states: 
John 14:10-11  Believest thou not that I am in the Father, and the Father in me? the words that I speak unto you I speak not of myself: but the Father that dwelleth in me, he doeth the works.  (11)  Believe me that I am in the Father, and the Father in me: or else believe me for the very works' sake.
John 9:4  I must work the works of him that sent me, while it is day: the night cometh, when no man can work.
In this Scripture quoted from, Christ only addresses Himself as “son of man”, a deliberate attempt on His part to distance Himself from anyone thinking he is anything other than a man like them. David addressed himself the same way every time he humbled himself to God as a man not a King. A modern expression would be “mere mortal”. I do not understand where you believe Christ is trying to communicate that he is “God” to the Scribes. 

The authority to forgive was given to man. “Keys of the Kingdom”
John 20:23  Whose soever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them; and whose soever sins ye retain, they are retained.

The word remit and remitted is also the same word for forgive. #863

Matthew 18:35  So likewise shall my heavenly Father do also unto you, if ye from your hearts forgive not every one his brother their trespasses.
Matthew 6:14-15  For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you:  (15)  But if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.
Matthew 18:20-22  For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them.  (21)  Then came Peter to him, and said, Lord, how oft shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? till seven times?  (22)  Jesus saith unto him, I say not unto thee, Until seven times: but, Until seventy times seven.
The word trespass and sin are the same word #3900. The other word for sin #264 is used here in Matt. 18 in the same context and meaning. The scribes said the same thing about forgiveness as they did when Christ cast out demons, that no man has the authority to command demons. Yet He did and so did His followers. And so do we as believers in Christ.
Paralyzed is not comatose. They impose a scenario that is not present in the scriptures that this man was in unbelief or faithless, for all we know it could have been his idea that his friends take him to Christ.
God is not in the sin counting business anymore. Only man counts sin. 

2 Corinthians 5:19 To wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them; and hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation (#2643 atonement, to render innocent). 
John 1:29  The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.
Romans 4:6-8  Even as David also describeth the blessedness of the man, unto whom God imputeth righteousness without works,  (7)  Saying, Blessed are they whose iniquities are forgiven, and whose sins are covered.  (8)  Blessed is the man to whom the Lord will not impute sin.

Romans 5:12-13  Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned:  (13)  (For until the law sin was in the world: but sin is not imputed when there is no law.

Romans 5:19  For as by one man's disobedience many were made sinners, so by the obedience of one (man) shall many (men) be made righteous.

Romans 8:2-8  For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and death.  (3)  For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh:  (4)  That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.  (5)  For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they that are after the Spirit the things of the Spirit.  (6)  For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace.  (7)  Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be
We can receive “forgiveness of sin” the same way we receive everything. We hear it preached and believe it. Wasn’t sin dealt with by Christ once and for all? Haven’t we been given the ministry or reconciliation? Didn’t Christ say we could do everything He did as a man while he was here on Earth? How is this any different? We preach salvation through Christ and people receive our “words” and believe what we say is true and their lives are transformed. We are told in scripture to preach the “word of reconciliation” which is because of what Christ did, God is no longer counting sin “reconciling the world unto Himself”. Forgiveness like salvation, all existed long before we heard about and believed. All we had to do is receive the word preached.  

John 1:12  But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name:

1 Thessalonians 2:12-13  (12)  That ye would walk worthy of God, who hath called you unto his kingdom and glory.  (13)  For this cause also thank we God without ceasing, because, when ye received the word of God which ye heard of us, ye received it not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the word of God, which effectually worketh also in you that believe.

Acts 11:1  And the apostles and brethren that were in Judea heard that the Gentiles had also received the word of God.

Acts 2:41  Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there were added unto them about three thousand souls.

Matthew 13:23  But he that received seed into the good ground is he that heareth the word, and understandeth it; which also beareth fruit, and bringeth forth, some a hundredfold some sixty, some thirty.
If we believe that only God can forgive sin as was the belief of the Pharisees, than Christ no longer becomes a role model for us. After all who can be like God? If instead we can believe that God has transferred the authority for Christ the man to extend to others the opportunity to experience something God has already provided, than we all have a role model in Christ. If we hold the position that this (salvation & forgiveness) was only available after the crucifixion, than a whole body of Scripture concerning the retroactive nature of these things that Noah, Abraham, Moses, David, etc. are attributed to having (righteousness), is undone.

Matthew 22:42-45  Saying, What think ye of Christ? whose son is he? They say unto him, The son of David.  (43)  He saith unto them, How then doth David in spirit call him Lord, saying,  (44)  The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand, till I make thine enemies thy footstool?  (45)  If David then call him, Lord, how is he his son?
John 5:17  But Jesus answered them, My Father works until now, and I work.

Hebrews 10:12  But this man, after he had offered one sacrifice for sins forever, sat down on the right hand of God;

Until I heard you stress Christ was acting as God by forgiving the man’s sin I never had considered that forgiveness of sin was our work or ministry for reconciliation. All I knew was Jesus in his ministry on Earth never acted as God only as a man (albeit sinless).  I like you thought forgiveness was something God held back and distributed to His “children”. 

2 Corinthians 5:18  And all things are of God, who hath reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ, and hath given to us the ministry of reconciliation;

When the man with the palsy is lowered down through the roof Christ doesn’t say “I see your friends’ faith”, it says He saw “their faith”, meaning all five of them. 

If we can pronounce someone saved by their expression of faith why not forgiven by the expression of faith? After all, do we not minister all things to our neighbors as ministers of God? Surely our ministry is not of ourselves or it is without life or love. 

Christ said Matthew 9:5  For whether is easier, to say, Thy sins be forgiven thee; or to say, Arise, and walk? What is easier, to heal someone or forgive their sins? We have no trouble praying for someone’s healing. Why not pray for the forgiveness of their sins. When we cast out demons during deliverance based on the authority given to us in Christ, isn’t the same authority powerful enough to forgive their sins? Doesn’t the authority given to Christ by the Father extend to us through Christ?  Isn’t the forgiveness of sin a miracle? Haven’t we received the power to perform miracles? 
The Bible says that at the hands of the disciples “they” performed miracles.

Galatians 3:5-9  He therefore that ministereth to you the Spirit, and worketh miracles among you, doeth he it by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith?  (6)  Even as Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness.  (7)  Know ye therefore that they which are of faith, the same are the children of Abraham.  (8)  And the Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the heathen through faith, preached before the gospel unto Abraham, saying, In thee shall all nations be blessed.  (9)  So then they which be of faith are blessed with faithful Abraham.

The words “only God” and “only the Father” do not appear in the Bible except used by the Scribes one time to condemn Christ as a heretic. It may be their opinion but it is not Christ’s or God’s.

The more we can understand Christ’s humanity the more we can be “like Him” as the Scriptures say. 

Matthew 9:8  But when the multitudes saw it, they marveled, and glorified God, which had given such power (#1849) unto men. 

This is the next verse in the story of the man with the palsy. It clearly states my case. This authority is given by God to man.
To say that Christ’s actions go beyond his authority as Christ and cross over into his authority as God is to make a stretch that His words in that Scripture refute. He deliberately addresses himself as “son of man”. If he had said “to prove that I am God” there would be no contest, but he doesn’t. There is no tongue in cheek, hidden double meaning. The “son of man” has “power” (#1849 - exousia) is the same “power” in: Matt. 9:8 and the following:
Matthew 21:23-24  And when he was come into the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came unto him as he was teaching, and said, By what authority doest thou these things? and who gave thee this authority?  (24)  And Jesus answered and said unto them, I also will ask you one thing, which if ye tell me, I in likewise will tell you by what authority I do these things.
 A large % of the time the word is translated “authority” and in all cases it is authority or power “given”. It comes from the sense of something allowed.
God doesn’t have to be given “power”, He already has it, but Christ had to be given “power”.
Matthew 28:18-19  And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.  (19)  Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:
This authority is one given not one inherent. 

Can you not see how many verses of Scripture have to be ignored or the meaning of the words changed to support the position that Christ is executing his “Godhood” here in Matthew:  “Son of man”, ..“given such power unto men”, …“power given unto me”, …“sins you remit”, …“given to us the ministry of reconciliation”, …“bind on Earth bound in heaven”,
Mark 2:5  When Jesus saw their faith, he said unto the sick of the palsy, Son, thy sins be forgiven thee.
He clearly includes all five of them by identifying the one of them Christ speaks to. It does not make grammatical sense to exclude the paralytic! Especially in Mark’s account.
The perfect tense does not change the “meaning” of the words only the time and duration. The word is still “forgive” and the one forgiving is still “you”.
Acts 2:37-39  Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do?  (38)  Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.  (39)  For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call.

Romans 1:16  For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.

John 9:1-5  And as Jesus passed by, he saw a man which was blind from his birth.  (2)  And his disciples asked him, saying, Master, who did sin, this man, or his parents, that he was born blind  (3)  Jesus answered, Neither hath this man sinned, nor his parents: but that the works of God should be made manifest in him.  (4)  I must work the works of him that sent me, while it is day: the night cometh, when no man can work.  (5)  As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.
John 10:25-38  Jesus answered them, I told you, and ye believed not: the works that I do in my Father's name, they bear witness of me.  (26)  But ye believe not, because ye are not of my sheep, as I said unto you.  (27)  My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me:  (28)  And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand.  (29)  My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of my Father's hand.  (30)  I and my Father are one.  (31)  Then the Jews took up stones again to stone him.  (32)  Jesus answered them, Many good works have I showed you from my Father; for which of those works do ye stone me?  (33)  The Jews answered him, saying, For a good work we stone thee not; but for blasphemy; and because that thou, being a man, makest thyself God.  (34)  Jesus answered them, Is it not written in your law, I said, Ye are gods  (35)  If he called them gods, unto whom the word of God came, and the Scripture cannot be broken;  (36)  Say ye of him, whom the Father hath sanctified, and sent into the world, Thou blasphemest; because I said, I am the Son of God?  (37)  If I do not the works of my Father, believe me not.  (38)  But if I do, though ye believe not me, believe the works: that ye may know, and believe, that the Father is in me, and I in him.
This is the Scripture that Christ refers to:

Psalms 82:1-7  A Psalm of Asaph. God standeth in the congregation of the mighty; he judgeth among the gods.  (2)  How long will ye judge unjustly, and accept the persons of the wicked? Selah.  (3)  Defend the poor and fatherless: do justice to the afflicted and needy.  (4)  Deliver the poor and needy: rid them out of the hand of the wicked.  (5)  They know not, neither will they understand; they walk on in darkness: all the foundations of the earth are out of course.  (6)  I have said, Ye are gods; and all of you are children of the most High.  (7)  But ye shall die like men, and fall like one of the princes.
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